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These reference tables contain statistics of different forms of 'new data'. These 'new data' include Wikipedia, domain 
names and social media users. Specifically, we include the 'new data' in China, which are domain names in China and 
the users of the Chinese version of Twitter. The graph beside each table shows the total amount of new data, and the 
absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total amount. Each circle represents 
a certain year.
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Number of articles in Wikipedia and its absolute change, worldwide, 2001-2019, (millions)

Source:  Wikipedia, artcile on the size of wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Size_of_Wikipedia; June 7, 2019.
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (sterling billions) Total (millions) Label
2001 0.020 0.000 2001
2002 0.048 0.020 2002
2003 0.085 0.097 2003
2004 0.171 0.189 2004
2005 0.353 0.439 2005
2006 0.561 0.895 2006
2007 0.629 1.560 2007
2008 0.560 2.153 2008
2009 0.496 2.679 2009
2010 0.420 3.144 2010
2011 0.346 3.518 2011
2012 0.308 3.835 2012
2013 0.289 4.133 2013
2014 0.275 4.413 2014
2015 0.316 4.682 2015
2016 0.320 5.045 2016
2017 0.248 5.3212 2017
2018 0.226 5.5419 2018
2019 0.232 5.7736 2019
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Absolute change: year before to year after, per year (millions)

Articles in Wikipedia, worldwide, 15th January 2001 to 1st January 2019

Even though the number of articles being added to Wikipedia in most 
years since its 2007 peak is less than in the year before, the total 
number of words in Wikipedia keeps on growing steadily as more 
words are continuously added to existing articles. This graph does not 
show that word count.

The slowdown that took place 
through to 2014 was briefly halted 
in 2015 and 2016 for reasons that 
are still not clear.

By  January 1st 2019 there were 5,773,600 articles in Wikipedia. 
During the first two months of 2019 the number of articles 
continued to grow at a rate of around 0.25 million a year being 
added, slight faster than in 2017 and 2018. But it  is possible that 
more articles are added each day during the northern hemisphere 
winter.

The annual decline in the growth of Wikipedia 
articles from 2007 through to 2011 was very 
smooth; but then the deceleration itself 
decelerated slightly from 2011 to 2014.

At first, from its beginings in 2001, through to 
2006, Wikipedia grew in size exponentially.
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Number of domain name registration of the Top Level Domain Names (TLDs) and its absolute change, worldwide, 2010-2019, (millions)

Source: The Verisign Domain Name Industry Brief Archive; https://www.verisign.com/en_US/domain-names/dnib/domain-name-industry-brief-reports/index.xhtml#2010, June 10, 2019.
Frequency: Quarterly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (millions) Total (millions) Label
Q1 2010 3.30 193 Q1 2010
Q2 2010 4.40 196 Q2 2010
Q3 2010 4.50 202 Q3 2010
Q4 2010 4.00 205 Q4 2010
Q1 2011 4.85 210 Q1 2011
Q2 2011 5.10 215 Q2 2011
Q3 2011 5.00 220 Q3 2011
Q4 2011 6.50 225 Q4 2011
Q1 2012 7.50 233 Q1 2012
Q2 2012 6.50 240 Q2 2012
Q3 2012 6.00 246 Q3 2012
Q4 2012 5.00 252 Q4 2012
Q1 2013 4.50 256 Q1 2013
Q2 2013 4.50 261 Q2 2013
Q3 2013 5.00 265 Q3 2013
Q4 2013 5.50 271 Q4 2013
Q1 2014 4.50 276 Q1 2014
Q2 2014 4.00 280 Q2 2014
Q3 2014 4.00 284 Q3 2014
Q4 2014 5.00 288 Q4 2014
Q1 2015 4.00 294 Q1 2015
Q2 2015 2.50 296 Q2 2015
Q3 2015 9.00 299 Q3 2015
Q4 2015 13.70 314 Q4 2015
Q1 2016 10.30 326 Q1 2016
Q2 2016 0.30 335
Q3 2016 -2.65 327 Q3 2016
Q4 2016 1.80 329 Q4 2016
Q1 2017 1.30 331
Q2 2017 0.05 332
Q3 2017 0.25 331
Q4 2017 1.55 332
Q1 2018 3.70 334 Q1 2018
Q2 2018 4.30 340 Q2 2018
Q3 2018 4.45 342 Q3 2018
Q4 2018 6.300 349 Q4 2018
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Absolute change: quarter before to quarter after, per quarter (millions)

Domain name registration of TLDs, worldwid, 2010-2019
The number of domain name registrations worldwide grew from 193 millions in 2010 to 252 
millions in 2012 at an accelerated rate. Then the growth slowed down, with a little revival during 
2013. The dramatic increase was seen in 2015, and the growth peaked in Q4, 2015, in that 
month, 13.7 million domians were created. Since then the growth has slowed down again, and 
during Q3 2016, it even decreased (perhaps many of those created in Q4 2015 did not attract 
any attention, and closed a year after).
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Number of monthly active Facebook users and its absolute change, worldwide, 2009-2019, (millions)

Source: Statista, Number of monthly active Facebook users worldwide as of 1st quarter 2019 (in millions); https://www.statista.com/statistics/264810/number-of-monthly-active-facebook-users-worldwide/, June 5, 2019.
Frequency: Quarterly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (millions) Total (millions) Label
Q1 2009 45.00 197 Q1 2009
Q2 2009 54.00 242
Q3 2009 59.00 305
Q4 2009 63.00 360 Q4 2009
Q1 2010 61.00 431
Q2 2010 59.50 482 Q2 2010
Q3 2010 63.00 550
Q4 2010 65.00 608
Q1 2011 65.50 680 Q1 2011
Q2 2011 60.00 739
Q3 2011 53.00 800
Q4 2011 50.50 845 Q4 2011
Q1 2012 55.00 901 Q1 2012
Q2 2012 53.00 955
Q3 2012 50.50 1007 Q3 2012
Q4 2012 51.50 1056 Q4 2012
Q1 2013 49.50 1110 Q1 2013
Q2 2013 39.50 1155
Q3 2013 36.50 1189 Q3 2013
Q4 2013 43.50 1228
Q1 2014 44.50 1276 Q1 2014
Q2 2014 37.00 1317 Q2 2014
Q3 2014 38.00 1350
Q4 2014 45.50 1393
Q1 2015 48.50 1441
Q2 2015 52.00 1490
Q3 2015 50.50 1545 Q3 2015
Q4 2015 54.50 1591
Q1 2016 60.50 1654
Q2 2016 67.00 1712
Q3 2016 74.00 1788 Q3 2016
Q4 2016 74.00 1860 Q4 2016
Q1 2017 73.00 1936 Q1 2017
Q2 2017 68.00 2006 Q2 2017
Q3 2017 61.50 2072 Q3 2017
Q4 2017 62.00 2129 Q4 2017
Q1 2018 52.50 2196 Q1 2018
Q2 2018 37.50 2234 Q2 2018
Q3 2018 43.00 2271 Q3 2018
Q4 2018 52.00 2320 Q4 2018
Q1 2019 55.00 2375 Q1 2019

Q1 2009



Q4 2009


Q2 2010



Q1 2011




Q4 2011
Q1 2012


Q3 2012

Q4 2012
Q1 2013


Q3 2013


Q1 2014

Q2 2014 





Q3 2015





Q3 2016
Q4 2016

Q1 2017
Q2 2017

Q3 2017
Q4 2017

Q1 2018
Q2 2018

Q3 2018 Q4 2018
Q1 2019

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
To

ta
l m

on
th

ly
 a

ct
iv

e 
Fa

ce
bo

ok
 u

se
rs

 (m
ill

io
ns

)

Absolute change: quarter before to quarter after, per quarter (millions)

Number of monthly active Facebook users, worldwide, 2009-2019
Number of monthly active Facebook users 
grew at an accelerated rate during 2009, and 
then a little slowdown happened in 2010, but 
soon it turned into an acceleration again until 
Q1 2011. A longer-time deceleration happened 
between 2011 and 2013, when Instagram 
began to attract more users. Then the 
acceleration restored after 2014. This 
acceleration was brought to an end with 
several data scandals concerning Facebook. 
The Facebook–Cambridge Analytica data 
scandal surfaced in the early 2018 probably 
made Q2 2018 the quarter which had the 
smallest increase in users.
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Number of domain name registration of the Top Level Domain Names (TLDs) and its absolute change, China, 2009-2014, (millions)

Source:  China Internet Network Information Centre, Basic data;   http://cnnic.com.cn/IDR/BasicData/; June 10, 2019.
Frequency: Half a year, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (sterling billions) Total (millions) Label
Jun-09 0.560 16.260 Jun-09
Dec-09 -2.525 16.820 Dec-09
Jun-10 -4.080 11.210 Jun-10
Dec-10 -1.675 8.660 Dec-10
Jun-11 -0.455 7.860 Jun-11
Dec-11 0.435 7.750 Dec-11
Jun-12 2.830 8.730 Jun-12
Dec-12 2.985 13.410 Dec-12
Jun-13 2.515 14.700 Jun-13
Dec-13 2.225 18.440 Dec-13
Jun-14 0.710 19.150 Jun-14
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Absolute change: half year before to half year after
per half year (millions)

Domain name registration of TLDs in China, 2009-2014
Domain name registrations in China decreased dramatically 
between 2009 and 2011. This decrease might be caused by the 
rising price of domain names in China as well as by the deletion 
of some names by the authorities. The growth was restored by 
the end of 2011, and accelerated during 2012.
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Number of monthly active Weibo users and its absolute change, China, 2014-2018, (millions)

Source: Sina Weibo, Users reports; http://data.weibo.com/report/reportDetail?id=346, June 10, 2019.
Notes: Weibo is the Chinese version of Twitter
Frequency: Quarterly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (millions) Total (millions) Label
Q3 2014 9 167 Q3 2014
Q4 2014 22 176 Q4 2014
Q1 2015 14 198 Q1 2015
Q2 2015 10 212 Q2 2015
Q3 2015 14 222 Q3 2015
Q4 2015 25 236 Q4 2015
Q1 2016 21 261 Q1 2016
Q2 2016 15 282 Q2 2016
Q3 2016 16 297 Q3 2016
Q4 2016 27 313 Q4 2016
Q1 2017 21 340 Q1 2017
Q2 2017 15 361 Q2 2017
Q3 2017 16 376 Q3 2017
Q4 2017 19 392 Q4 2017
Q1 2018 20 411 Q1 2018
Q2 2018 15 431 Q2 2018
Q3 2018 16 446 Q3 2018
Q4 2018 16 462 Q4 2018
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Absolute change: quarter before to quarter after, per quarter (millions)

Number of monthly active Weibo users, China, 2014-2018

The overall trend of the number of monthly active Weibo 
users is first growing with accelerated rate then growing 
with decelerated rate. The growh peak reached in Q4 
2016. Interestingly, Q4 usually has more new users 
than the other quarters in the same year.


